VIGNETTES PROM THE HISTORY OF THE
WALAJAHI DYNASTY OF THE
OARNATIC (1744-1855).
I
The Rise of Nawab Anwaru'd-din.
The historian Mark Wilks, Orme before him, and
other writers after him, have attached great importance
to the events that took place in the Carnatic on the eve of
the outbreak of the first phase of the Anglo- French strug-
gle, in 1746. The circumstances that led to the disappear-
ance of the Nawayat family of Sa'adatullah Khan from
the Nawahship of the Carnatic and the accession of
AmvaniVl-din Khan had certainly a consideiable effect
on the respective fortunes of the English and the French
011 the Coromandel Coast; and again the attempt of Chan-
da Sahib (Husain Dost Khan) Nawayat to seize the Subah
of Arcot in alliance with Muzaffar Jaoig, the rival of Nasir
Jang, produced another and greater revolution in the Car-
natic and rendered the Anglo-French struggle pregnant
ivith consequences, both for the country-powers and for
the fortunes of the European themselves,
Nawab AiTvvaru'cl-din Khan first rose to prominence
in the court of Aurangzib 011 his appointment as Peshkar
to the Darogha of: the Diwankhaiia of the Padshah. Pur-
ing the, reign of 8hah Alam, he got the title of Shahamat
Jang and an increment in his mtmsab- In the reign of Mu-
hammad Shah he attained to a high rank in the army, was
granted the title oF Sira,]u'd-daula and was appointed to
the post of Deputy Vazir. He joined Nawab Asaf Jah,
Nizamu'1-Mulk, in the Deccan in 1724 and was appointed
to the charge of the Sarkars of Chicacole, Rajahmundry
and Masulipatam, whcu'e the zamiudars were disaffected
and the prevailing disorder was of long standing and
whore "he slew Subna and Ramraz; two mischievous big
aamindars." He had, as his deputy, the famous Rustarn